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Migraine headache represents a frequent reason for neu-
rological evaluation in developmental age. Many studies
in the last decades have been focused on the role of psy-
chopathological profiles among migraineur children. On
the other hand, conflicting results have been reported
about the different psychopathological profiles among
subjects affected by migraine.
The role of psychopathological aspects on clinical
findings among children may be relevant particularly for
severity and frequency of attacks.
A recent review showed the higher prevalence in
migraine children of psychological symptoms, detected
by using the Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL), than
healthy controls [1].
Moreover, clinical and population-based studies suggest
that children with migraine are more likely to have inter-
nalizing symptoms (i.e., particularly anxiety and depression
traits), as well as psychological comorbidities [1].
Nevertheless it is still a matter of controversy whether
children with migraine have specific psychological vul-
nerabilities or if they only cope differently with stressful
situations. In 2015 Arruda et al reported that children
with migraine are more likely to present emotional
symptoms, conduct problems, hyperactivity, peer pro-
blems, and total difficulties in psychosocial adjustment
stressing the role of psychological adjustment styles as
predisposing factors for developing psychopathological
troubles among migraine children [2].
In this perspective we could speculate that the psycho-
pathological profile of migraine children could be influenced
by environmental or familiar elements such as, by specific
psychological vulnerabilities of migraine children [2].
In this light, some studies pinpointed the role of parent-
ing styles effects on migraine severity and frequency in
children, related to parental stress levels, while a prelimin-
ary study indicated the potential value of maternal person-
ality assessment for better comprehension and clinical
management of children affected by migraine [3,4].
According to the analysis of specific psychopathological
vulnerabilities in migraine children, a higher prevalence
among migraineur children of the avoidant attachment
style (type A) and the significantly lower prevalence of
the secure style attachment (type B) than controls was
found [5]. Moreover, also significant differences among
temperamental characteristics in MwA children respect
to the comparisons [6], suggesting that the study of psy-
chiatric comorbidities in pediatric headache may be
enriched by these new aspects.
Published: 28 September 2015
References
1. Balottin U, Fusar Poli P, Termine C, Molteni S, Galli F: Psychopathological
symptoms in child and adolescent migraine and tension-type headache:
a meta-analysis. Cephalalgia 2013, 33(2):112-22.
2. Arruda MA, Arruda R, Guidetti V, Bigal ME: Psychosocial adjustment of
children with migraine and tension-type headache - a nationwide study.
Headache 2015, 55(Suppl 1):39-50.
3. Esposito M, Gallai B, Parisi L, Roccella M, Marotta R, Lavano SM, Gritti A,
Mazzotta G, Carotenuto M: Maternal stress and childhood migraine: a
new perspective on management. Neuropsychiatr Dis Treat 2013, 9:351-5.
4. Esposito M, Roccella M, Gallai B, Parisi L, Lavano SM, Marotta R,
Carotenuto M: Maternal personality profile of children affected by
migraine. Neuropsychiatr Dis Treat 2013, 9:1351-8.
5. Esposito M, Parisi L, Gallai B, Marotta R, Di Dona A, Lavano SM, Roccella M,
Carotenuto M: Attachment styles in children affected by migraine
without aura. Neuropsychiatr Dis Treat 2013, 9:1513-9.
6. Esposito M, Marotta R, Gallai B, Parisi L, Patriciello G, Lavano SM,
Mazzotta G, Roccella M, Carotenuto M: Temperamental characteristics in
childhood migraine without aura: a multicenter study. Neuropsychiatr Dis
Treat 2013, 9:1187-92.
doi:10.1186/1129-2377-16-S1-A31
Cite this article as: Esposito and Carotenuto: Psychopathological
phenotypes in childhood migraine. The Journal of Headache and Pain
2015 16(Suppl 1):A31.* Correspondence: maria.esposito2@unina2.it
Dipartimento di Salute Mentale e Fisica e Medicina Preventiva, Seconda
Università degli Studi di Napoli, Naples, Italy
Esposito and Carotenuto The Journal of Headache and Pain 2015, 16(Suppl 1):A31
http://www.thejournalofheadacheandpain.com/content/16/S1/A31
© 2015 Esposito and Carotenuto This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium,
provided the original work is properly cited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver (http://creativecommons.org/
publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless otherwise stated.
